Viapori project: Art
exhibition in Suomenlinna
by Ms Julie Boénec and Mr Jacopo Brancati

B

uilt on a cluster of
rocky skerries, the sea
fortress is situated on a
group of islands off Helsinki. Suomenlinna is a fortress
dating back to the 18th century, a shrine enclosing a
shipyard whose main activity includes maintenance
and restoration of traditional ships. UNESCO protects
the fortress as a World Heritage Site and it’s one of
Finland’s most popular tourist attractions.
The Viapori shipyard boasts
almost three centuries of
uninterrupted activity.
Where once galleys and war
frigates where built, ships
with historical significance
are today repaired or restored.
Why the Viapori experience
is unique? This is a place
where the future is built on
historical foundations - a
cultural heritage is kept alive for the future.
Viapori is the meeting point
of different human experiences that developed during the history of Finland.
Personal experiences and
knowledge are shared to
fulfil a common goal: keeping the ships alive and
handing over to the forthcoming generations a heritage which is not only material, but cultural, technical
and emotional.
It’s a heritage belonging to
the whole nation; work and
study keep it alive through
space and time.
An ever growing number of
young people take interest
in traditional sailing, learning its features, appreciating and rediscovering the
identity that was about to
fade.
Ships come to Suomenlinna
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from various Finnish costal
regions. In the dockyard
young crews are learning
working methods from the
elders and take this knowledge back home.
The added value of Viapori
lies in its human capital, in
knowledge, development
and transmission of traditional work techniques used
on traditional ships.
The Exhibition Project
The exhibition leads the
public to discover Viapori
through different sensory
experiences.
Photos and videos tell about
men, ships and the dockyard; sounds and music recreate the atmosphere of the
place.
The touch and smell of raw
materials remind the visitor
that the ships are made
with traditional components.
The exhibition develops
through four sections presenting the work and skills
of men, the ships and their
stories.
Over a surface of approx.
120 m², the exhibition describes the Viapori experience through 60 large format pictures, 6 video documentaries, authentic working tools, equipment and
historical items.
The exhibition is planned to
be ready in 2013, circulating
and adaptable to the cultural programmes of other
museums.
A complementary section
can be created in order to
contextualize the exhibition
in sites other than Suomenlinna and enrich it with local content.
All the photos and videos
are by Jacopo Brancati.

The Viapori Dockyard

Most of the Finnish traditional ships are docked and maintained
here every winter.
The sound installation is
made, and the music composed and performed by
Arja Kastinen. You can follow the project on the Infine
Arts web site at:
www.infine-arts.net
Arja KASTINEN is a kantele player and was the first
folk musician to take the
doctor of music examination in the artistic study
programme at the Sibelius
Academy. She released several albums and published
two books on kantele history and playing techniques.
For more information about

her works visit: www.
temps.fi
Questions to Arja Kastinen:
Q.: How did you hear about
the Viapori project, why did
you choose to take part of it?
A.: I had known Jacopo already for several years
when he asked me if I was
interested in taking part in
this project. When he introduced the idea of combining the photos with music
and the work sounds, I was
immediately enthused and
said "Yes - I'm in!"
Q.: Could you tell us more

